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Letter from Revd Helen
“For every thing that lives is Holy.” October 2023

William Blake, The Marriage of Heaven and Hell

As we turned from September to October, and the days begin to feel a little more autumnal our newsfeed is full
of the felling of the Sycamore Gap tree. The sadness and bewilderment caused by this apparently random act of
vandalism seems to touch a chord with us all.

Trees matter to us, and when we lose them our landscape both internal and

external is changed and often we feel their loss as a personal grief. w

The felling of one iconic tree on the night of Thursday September 28t
coincided with the publication of the ‘State of Nature’ report which brought
the news that in the UK, nearly one in six of the more than ten thousand
species assessed are at risk of being lost.

When | was in Sweden this summer, | was struck by how many apple trees
there were, both in the wild and in the gardens. It reminded me of walking N BT AS
to Canterbury on our 2019 Pilgrimage when we passed through the orchards of the weaId stepplng over
apparently abandoned fallen apples.

In Scandinavian mythology, apples were the food of the gods, maybe that is why the apple trees remain whereas
so many have been uprooted in the UK.

In the Jewish and Christian context, the apple was the forbidden fruit, which brought knowledge to those who
tasted it, and which determined the expulsion of Adam and Eve from the earthly Paradise.

On our own church wall painting there stands a beautiful tree, next time you are inside take a closer look at the
bottom left hand corner.

Our foundational creation story tells how knowledge led to the downfall of humanity embodied in Adam and Eve
who lost their capacity to see and feel God walking with them; how prescient that feels today as we see how in
spite of so much scientific knowledge, we continue to destroy God’s creation. If we could only retrieve for all
humanity the knowledge that all things are sacred then the Sycamore would still stand and the species named by
us in the pattern of Genesis would still thrive.

‘The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field’ Genesis 2.2.

Do you have a favourite tree you can name and perhaps tell it's story? If so please send a short description plus
photograph and | will try to collate a collage of thoughts and images.

Services at Chaldon Church in October
Sunday Services
8am BCP Service

10.30am Sunday Service

8™ October Outdoor Service of the Word
15 October Outdoor Eucharist

22" October Matins & ‘Mossy Church’

29 October Indoor Eucharist

5% November Indoor Eucharist & Butterflies

Thursday Service 10.30am Said Eucharist Service

Special Service: Sunday 5™ November 3.30pm All Souls Memorial Service

Contact Rev. Helen Burnett email: vicar@chaldonchurch.co.uk
or contact the Parish Administrator Alison Pannett email: pa@chaldonchurch.co.uk



http://www.chaldonchurch.co.uk/

Chaldon & Whyteleafe
Joint Bible Study Sessions
Chapter and Verse
Tuesdays at 7.00pm
at St Luke’s Church, Whyteleafe

You are all invited to come and spend time reflecting with others
on various aspects of our Christian faith.

3@ 0Oct Artand Imagination in the Church
Dr Trevor Hart, Professor of Divinity at St Andrew’s
University with special interest in Christianity and
culture.

10" Oct The Right Answer
Sermon by Revd Dr Barbara Taylor Brown, renowned
preacher and Episcopal priest.

17" Oct Hope for humanity
Revd Dr Robin Parry, theologian and Associate Priest
at Worcester Cathedral

Gratitude: The transformative power of giving thanks
Diana Butler Bass, American author and commentator
on religion and contemporary Christian spirituality.
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Chaldon Church s
Apple Day

supported by “Pippin & Gile”
www.pippinandgile.co.uk

-0

Sunday
October 29™
12pm - 4pm

Apple pressing in the churchyard
Please bring your apples for pressing along with

a chopping board, a knife and clean bottles for your juice.

www.chaldonchurch.co.uk

Caterham Churches Together
Wednesday Morning Prayer 8.30am

In October it will be held at
Chaldon Church

Zoom Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8173592437
6?pwd=VXkyWnpFc2VtVGIMeExNSjVob
U1LZz09

ONLINE THURSDAY EVENING PRAYER
FOR AUTUMN AND WINTER
AT 6.30PM

Online Evening Prayer starts again on Thursday
October 5™ at 6.30pm

Zoom Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88685317538?pwd
=eUtHLzFiMzk3Z2I0NOtpREZrdEVidz09

Craftivism

Craftivism on
Thursday mornings
starts again on

12" October
11.30am - 1pm

Ecochurch

What next for Chaldon
and how to get to silver.

Thursday 12" October
7.30pm - 9pm
at Chaldon Church

~ Hedge Laying at Chaldon
Lo ‘\lﬁ Saturday 14" October
All are Welcome

Speak to Revd Helen for more details
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81735924376?pwd=VXkyWnpFc2VtVGlMeExNSjVobU1LZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81735924376?pwd=VXkyWnpFc2VtVGlMeExNSjVobU1LZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88685317538?pwd=eUtHLzFiMzk3Z2l0N0tpREZrdEVjdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88685317538?pwd=eUtHLzFiMzk3Z2l0N0tpREZrdEVjdz09

Sunday October 8™ at 11.30 am
Night Watch Volunteering Discussion
with Mandy and Roger
Could you be part of a Chaldon volunteer team?
Preparing food, collecting food, serving food,
driving, co ordinating.

Nightwatch

There are lots of ways to get involved come and find out more
straight after the service

EVENTS AT CHALDON CHURCH

Caterham Churches Together Morning Prayer Wednesday 8.30am at Chaldon Church
during October

Online Evening Prayer for Autumn and Winter Thursdays at 6.30 pm

Zoom meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88685317538?pwd=eUtHLzFiMzk3Z2|0NOtpREZrdEVjdz09
Meeting ID: 886 8531 7538 Passcode: PRAYER

One tap mobile +442034815237,,88685317538#,,,,*480144# United Kingdom
+442034815240,,886853175384#,,,,*480144# United Kingdom

School Harvest Festivals at the church at 9.45am on Wednesday Oct 18th and Thursday
October 19th

Chaldon Eco Church Meeting Thursday October 12" 7.30pm — 9pm in the Hazell Room

Hedge Laying Saturday 14th October - contact Rev Helen to confirm work will continue
into Nov and Dec

Craftivism delayed start October 12*" 11am - 1pm
Wildlings 12 noon Sundays Oct 22nd, Nov 26th, Dec 10th with performance on Dec 13th
Apple Day at Chaldon Church 29*" October 12pm — 4pm

November 5th All Souls Service at 3.30pm followed by tea in the Hazell Room. If you
would like a name read out please email Alison pa@chaldonchurch.co.uk

November 25 Cathedral Confirmation Service at Southwark Cathedral

Eco Church Speaker visits Caterham 9" November - all welcome 7pm
Save the Date - December 13th an evening of music and readings for Christmas

2024 Pilgrimage: The Way of St Hild May 12th — 18th
https://britishpilgrimage.org/portfolio/way-of-st-hild/
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