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Letter from Revd Helen 
“so in Christ we, though many, form one body, 

and each member belongs to all the others.”   Romans 12 v.5 
 

This month marks a year since the Hamas attack on Israel and the subsequent unrelenting attacks on Gaza. As I 
write the region is on a knife edge as Israel invades Lebanon…and Iran bombards Israel. 
 

Please if you can spare a moment join our Vigil for Peace on October 10th.  
 

We are called to be a people of prayer, and of hope, and it is in that light that I am offering an hour of quiet 
contemplation and mourning for all the lives lost in the last 12 months. 
 

Here in Chaldon, we do not experience anything that equates in any way whatsoever to the horrors of war but we 
do have our own domestic, community peace to consider. 
I have been deeply saddened over the last month to discover that two of our families have felt unable to continue 
to worship with us because they no longer feel comfortable in our pews. 
 

I can never ever achieve full inclusivity on my own and nor is it not for me alone to achieve but this, but this sad 
news is an opportunity to remind ourselves that as a Christian community we are committed to work towards 
fulfilling the words at the head of this letter.  
 

These words were penned 2000 years ago by St Paul to the new Christian community in Rome.  Their faith, our 
faith, calls us to be a different sort of community, one where we can live out ‘the way’ shown by Jesus, in our lives, 
our choices, our behaviours in ways that reflect the ‘one body’.  These may be ways that invite us to reject the 
patterns we find elsewhere in our lives.  We are called to build a community where our faith shapes our behaviour, 
where we resist the temptation to replicate the unjust structures of society, where we resist the temptation to 
tut, to judge, to shun, where everyone belongs and feels welcome. 
 

Yes, it is difficult, it takes work and sacrifice but if we are to make Chaldon church a place where we live in love, 
where we are one body, it will mean forgiving each other our foibles and differences of opinion, of lifestyle, of 
parenting, of politics.  Where we let go our annoyances, where we try our hardest to model something different, 
something radical, because if we can’t do it here then what hope is there for the world? 
 

However, we are not expected to do this alone, we do this within the love of God and this is the belonging bit, we 
all belong in God ‘s love, we together create the one body and that should be a great leveller. 
 

None of us is anywhere near perfect and our attempts at community will waver and wobble but I hope we can 
work together to make sure that anyone who chooses to cross our threshold knows that they have found a place 
of belonging; not because they conform to our expectations but because they have chosen to join in with us. 
 

I love so much that I see and experience in our little community, and I hope you do too.  So, let’s make sure we 
can build on what we have, and build on our foundations as a welcoming congregation not a closed clique. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2024 

 

Services at Chaldon Church in October 2024  
Sunday Services 
8am BCP Service           
 

10.30am Sunday Service 
6th October Harvest Festival  
13th October Outdoor Pop Up Service of the Word with visiting preacher 
20th October Outdoor Pop Up Eucharist – Black History Sunday 
27th October Indoor Eucharist with visiting preacher and Mossy Church 
  

Thursday Service 10.30am Said Eucharist Service 

http://www.chaldonchurch.co.uk/


  

Contact Rev. Helen Burnett email: vicar@chaldonchurch.co.uk  
or contact the Treasurer & Parish Administrator Alison Pannett email: pa@chaldonchurch.co.uk 

                      

Hedge Laying 
 

 
Come and join in Hedge Laying  

at Chaldon Church. 
All are welcome, there are many ways to be involved from 

making tea to breaking up sticks and laying the hedge. 
 

Sat 12th Oct 10am – 2pm Sun 13th Oct 12pm 4pm 
Sat 18th Oct 10am – 2pm Sun 19th  Oct 12pm 4pm 

     Film Night 

The Westway Centre 
Caterham 
CR3 5PG 

Wednesday 9th October 

Opens 7pm for a 7.30pm start 

A Life On Our Planet   
A Witness Statement 

By Sir David Attenborough 
 

Donations on the door 

Chaldon Church 
 

Vigil and Prayers  
for our broken world 

 

Thursday Oct 10th  
at 7.30pm 
 

A quiet time in which we hold before God, 
all those who are suffering as a result of war. 

 

There will be an opportunity to make a ‘dove 
of peace’ during the vigil and also 

immediately after the  
10.30am morning Eucharist. 

FRIENDS OF CHALDON CHURCH 
St Peter & St Paul’s Church 
Chaldon, CR3 5AL 

 

Organ & Flute Recital 
Sat 19th October 

at 3pm  
by Barry Williams & Daniel Pengelly 

 

Tickets £10 per person on the door includes tea & 
cake 
All proceeds will go towards the church fabric repair 
fund. Dementia/Activity Café 

Every Monday 
St John’s Church Hall, Caterham. 

2pm - 4pm 
 

Focused on supporting people suffering 
from memory loss. 

All Souls  
Memorial Service 

3rd November 3pm 
at Chaldon Church 

 
You are all welcome to attend, if you would like a name read 
out to remember those that have died during 
the service please could you email them to Alison:  
pa@chaldonchurch.co.uk 

Sunday 20th October 10.30am 

Special Eucharist Service to celebrate 
Black History Month 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 
10.30am 6th October 

 

Donations of tins of soup for 
Nightwatch will be 
collected.   
Your tins of soup may be left 
in the basket in the porch if 
you are unable to make it to 
the service. 

 
There will also be a cash/card 
collection for CAFOD Sudan Crisis 
during the service. 



 

                             News 
 

 

Our Food Choices 
 

Harvest is a good time to evaluate our food choices. 
Whilst we all enjoy treats, there are things we can all 
do to make our diet healthier and more sustainable! 
By just starting with 1 or 2 actions, we can gradually 
make changes...  

For example by ;  

• reducing / avoiding ultra processed food items 

• increasing fruit and veg / reducing meat and 
cooking from scratch 

• buying more seasonal / local farm produce and /or 

• buying organic 
•  

Why not challenge yourselves to make some changes 
.... The Soil Association has a very handy free 
download on Organic Living, which might help you 
decide what you can do!.  

You can access it  

here https://www.soilassociation.org/causes-
campaigns/organic-september/ 
 
 

Caterham Churches Together  
Wednesday Morning Prayer 8.30am 

 

 
At 8.30am on Wednesday Morning all are 

welcome to attend Caterham Churches 
Together Morning Prayer.  

 
In October, Morning Prayer will be held at St 

John’s Church, Caterham. 
 

Tuesday Chapter and Verse 
at St Luke’s Whyteleafe 

 
Starting on 1st Oct Tuesday Chapter and Verse will be 
returning with a seven week course reflecting on the 
subject of Sacred Space in which we shall be exploring 
what kind of spaces are important to us and why certain 
places carry special meaning.  
 

As our guide we shall be using a book 
entitled ‘Seven Sacred Spaces’ by Canon 
Dr George Lings .  
 

He describes the seven distinct spaces 
within the design of a monastic building 
and from this model he encourages us 
to reflect on how the spaces we choose 
to occupy shape the way we live.  
 

Listed below are the dates for each session  
starting at 7.00pm every week. 

 
1st  October  Cell - Personal Space 
8th October Chapel - Worship Space 
15th October Chapter - Discussion Space 
22nd October Cloister. - Encountering Space 
29th October Garden - Working Space 
5th November  Refectory- Hospitality Space 
12th November  Scriptorium - Study Space 

 

Do come along. There’s space for you. 

PHASE 1 BUILDING PROJECT 
“UNDERWAY” 

This work is replacing the pointing to the exterior 
stonework of the church.  This will secure the walls 
for many generations to come. 
This work has been funded as a result of an incredibly 
generous donation by a well wisher from outside the 
Parish. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PHASE 2 BUILDING PROJECT 
RENOVATION OF THE  

INTERIOR OF THE CHURCH 
This work is urgently needed and can only go ahead 
with major fund raising from the community, 
alongside grant funding which we are currently 
seeking. 
Details will be available later this year on our website. 

www.chaldonchurch.co.uk 
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