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PEACE
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SEASON OF CREATION 2025

September 2025
A Letter from Revd Helen

The Season of Creation, usually runs from 1 September to 4 October, culminating in a Harvest Festival on October
5th,

The season is an annual ecumenical celebration of prayer and action observed by Christians together across six
continents, it is an opportunity to consider and to renew our relationship with our Creator and with all creation in
which we share our common home.

Each year a Biblical text is chosen for the season and this year’s verses come from Isaiah Chapter 32 in which the
prophet Isaiah describes the desolation of Creation in his own time, a creation devoid of peace because of the lack
of justice and the broken relationship between God and humankind. Isaiah’s description of devastated cities and
wastelands eloquently stresses the fact that human destructive behaviours have a negative impact on the Earth.
Surely, we can see the parallels in our own time, and this time the threat to life is existential.

So where does HOPE fit into our desolated world today?
Well, hope is a verb and so hope comes from action; ‘peace with creation’ can only come through practising hope.

What action can we take as individuals and as church to bring that biblical peace that flows from the restoration
of value in all things, that comes from justice?

In the well-known cry ‘No Justice: No Peace’ we hear the instruction to seek justice.

This is not about recycling, or bags for life, or veg boxes, this is about the fight for justice, for the Amazon, for the
endangered species, for the air we breathe, for the poor.

This is no small thing, this demands of us that we exercise righteous anger just as Jesus did in his time, against the
iniquities of our time; that we speak of and raise awareness about the harm we see all around us.

It means welcoming the refugee from Sudan where there is
drought and famine, supporting indigenous land defenders C d
with our voices and our money, reducing our own reatlontl e
consumption, speaking out against continued fossil fuel i
extraction, acknowledging that as a temperate country we will Evensong \ ‘93‘)
have to provide sanctuary to those whose land has become

uninhabitable, demanding radical change from our institutions. ( 1‘1'1}3
We have to be brave, but we do not have to be brave alone, we
have each other.......... and | believe that when we are brave, we
open the door to the deep peace that is ‘of God’. The deep
peace that comes from stepping from a frozen sense of
impotence into our power as people of faith and naming the
sins of the day.
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You see, to hope in a biblical context does not mean to stand
still and be quiet, but to act, to pray, to change, that is to repent
in a deep and active way and to be outspoken like the prophets

Garden of Peace

against the desolation we see in our times. ol 3zad1s

None of this can happen overnight, none of this can be left to
the few, which is why the Season of Creation can act as a wake-
up call for all of us to come together for the long haul that could bring about that ‘Peace with Creation’ we all
yearn for.
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Busy Bees % Weekly Sunday Services
Chaldon Churchyard 8am BCP Service
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E% 10.30am Sunday Service
Sunday \ 7t Sept Indoor Sung Eucharist Service & Butterflies
% Sept 20 14t Sept Outdoor Pop-Up Creationtide Service of the Word
12 noon - 2.30pm ' 21t Sept Pop-Up Outdoor Eucharist & Baptism
‘.‘ th .
% g All helpers welcome % 28" Sept Matins and Mossy Church

Weekly Thursday Service 10.30am Said Eucharist Service

gﬁ» — G% L e% 28 Sept 6pm Creationtide Evensong

Gong Bath Evening haldon
Friday Sept 26" at 8pm 'Church
at Chaldon Church

Immerse yourself and relax H a rve St
£20 per person -
Festival
Please bring items to make you feel ‘cosy’ e.g.

duvets, hot water bottles, pillows, eye masks, Su n d ay
onesies, yoga mats, sleeping bag,,,, th
5™ October

For tickets go to Eventbrite

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/gong-bath- 1 0 = 3 0 am
evening-at-chaldon-church-tickets-

1636718863179 — Please bring your donations of

Tomato [ tins of soup for Nightwatch|.
All money raised to go to Chaldon Church * oL~ If you are unable to make it to our
service and would still like to
Those who receive the gongs report an overall donate, please leave your tins in

_ the basket in the porch.

sense of relaxation, " Nightwatch

Other benefits include:
improved sleep, elevated energy
reduction of anxiety and depression

mental clarity
. A special outdoor service for the beginning of a new
balance and overall heightened awareness academic year in which we pray for all those

involved in education, both adults and children.

For more details about Gong Baths go to . .

. . . Bring your school bag for the blessing,
www.wildthingwellbeing.co.uk/qong-baths-for- please dress for the weather and bring
We/lbeing something to sit on.
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-~ Confirmation Classes
4 //w Thursdays at Chaldon Church

Confirmation

Confirmation is a special church service in which a person confirms the promises that
were made when they were baptised. If you were baptised at a christening when
you were a child, your parents and godparents made these promises on your behalf.
As a young person or adult, you may be ready to affirm these promises for yourself
and commit your life to following Jesus Christ. At a confirmation service, you make
these promises for yourself. Your friends and family as well as the local Christian
community will be there to promise to support and pray for you.

The local bishop will lay their hands on your head and ask God’s Holy Spirit to give
you the strength and commitment to live God’s way for the rest of your life.

Young People meet 4.45pm - 6pm
Sept 18, Sept 25,
Oct 9%, Oct 23%, Oct 30

Adults meet 7.30pm - 9pm
Oct 2nd, Oct 9th, Oct 23, Oct 30t

The Confirmation Service will be at
Southwark Cathedral on Saturday
November 22 in the afternoon.

An Evening of Eco Conversation

Friday October 10" October
at St Lawrence’s Church, Caterham
Time 7.30pm - 9.30pm

Tickets: www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/an-
evening-of-eco-conversation-tickets-
1521157766829
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Join us for this year's Ride and Stride Raising funds for
Surrey Churches Preservation Trust
who will share proceeds with our own churches.

Saturday 13" September 2025

The walk is divided into 4 stages.
You can join for as few or as many stages as you wish.
Great for a short or longer family walk!

Stage 1: St. Lawrence's to St. Peter & St. Paul. 2 miles/1 hour.
Leave St. Lawrence's at 10am. Comfort/refreshment break at
Chaldon 11am.

Stage 2: St. Peter & St. Paul to Kenley Airfield Memorial. 2 miles/1 hour.
Leave St. Peter & St. Paul at 11.30am.

Stage 3: Kenley Airfield Memorial to St. Luke's. 1.5 miles/45 mins.
Leave Memorial at 12.30pm. Lunch at St. Luke's 1.15pm (bring
packed lunch).

Stage 4: St. Luke's to St. Mary's. 2.5 miles/1.5 hours.
Leave St. Luke's at 2pm. Arrive St. Mary's 3.30pm.

Sponsor or donate at

% Www.justgiving.com/page/chaldon-church-ride-and-stride-2025

All Souls
Memorial Service
2" November 3pm
at Chaldon Church

You are all welcome to attend, if you would like a
name read out to remember those that have died
during the service please could you email them to
Alison: pa@chaldonchurch.co.uk

Conservation Volunteers Required

If you are interested in helping to
conserve our churchyard at Chaldon

Caterham Churches Together
Wednesday Morning Prayer 8.30am

At 8.30am on Wednesday Morning everyone is welcome to join

the Caterham Churches Together Morning Prayer.

In September, Morning Prayer will be held at

St Mary’s Church, Caterham and in October at Chaldon Church.

and can spare a few hours.
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Please contact Revd Helen
vicar@chaldonchurch.co.uk

Contact:
Rev. Helen Burnett email: vicar@chaldonchurch.co.uk
or contact the Treasurer & Parish Administrator Alison Pannett email: pa@chaldonchurch.co.uk
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