
St Peter & St Paul’s 
Chaldon Newsletter

     www.chaldonchurch.co.uk 
 

November 2025 
A Letter from Revd Helen 
 

November sees us moving into a season of remembrance, a month in the church year sandwiched between 
Creationtide and Advent when we have space to reflect on those who have gone before us in our personal lives, 
in our faith lives, and in the public sphere. 
 

In particular of course we remember those from our neighbourhood and from our families who fought for 
freedom from fascism. 
 

Our streets and lapels sport the symbol which evolved out of the slaughter fields of WW1.  
This is from the Imperial War Museum website: 
 

Poppies were a common sight, especially on the Western Front.  They flourished in the soil churned up by the 
fighting and shelling.  The flower provided Canadian doctor John McCrae with inspiration for his poem 'In Flanders 
Fields', which he wrote whilst serving in Ypres in 1915.  It was first published in Punch, having been rejected by 
The Spectator.  In 1918, in response to McCrae's poem, American humanitarian Moina Michael wrote 'And now 
the Torch and Poppy Red, we wear in honour of our dead…'. She campaigned to make the poppy a symbol of 
remembrance of those who had died in the war. 
Artificial poppies were first sold in Britain in 1921 to raise money for the Earl Haig Fund in support of ex-servicemen 
and the families of those who had died in the conflict.  They were supplied by Anna Guérin, who had been 
manufacturing the flowers in France to raise money for war orphans. Selling poppies proved so popular that in 
1922 the British Legion founded a factory - staffed by disabled ex-servicemen - to produce its own.  It continues 
to do so today. 
Other charities sell poppies in different colours, each with their own meaning but all to commemorate the losses 
of war.  White poppies, for example, symbolise peace without violence and purple poppies are worn to honour 
animals killed in conflict. 
 

I confess to struggling with the big plastic poppies that go up on our 
street furniture at this time of year because they have nothing of the 
fragility or beauty of a real poppy and for me that quality of fleeting 
beauty is an integral part of the symbolism. 
 

Poppies are a signifier of the fragility of life and the fragility of freedom; 
the plastic flowers cable tied to lampposts are the opposite, they will 
never decompose and they have none of the beauty I associate with the 
flower - the struggle for justice and the freedom hard won. 
 

Of course, poppies do not blossom in the UK in November but, they 
blossomed beautifully in July in the patch of uncultivated farmland land 
bordering the church in Chaldon, in soil that had been left fallow.  Now 
like the lives sacrificed, they are gone, but our memories and our 
struggles remain.  Can you allow some fallow time in your life this month 
for memories and for fragile hopes? 
 

Let’s remember this month those who have shaped us in our personal 
lives and those who have shaped our society by protecting it from fascism and guard well our freedom and our 
common humanity. 
 

Lest We Forget poppies grow all over the world including in Palestine where as I write there is a fragile peace. 
 

  
Contact Rev. Helen Burnett email: vicar@chaldonchurch.co.uk  

or contact the Treasurer & Parish Administrator Alison Pannett email: pa@chaldonchurch.co.uk 

http://www.chaldonchurch.co.uk/


 

  

Services at Chaldon Church in November 2025  
 

Weekly Sunday Services 
8am BCP Service   
 

10.30am Sunday Service 
2nd Nov Indoor Sung Eucharist & Butterflies  
9th Nov Indoor Remembrance Service 
16th Nov Indoor Sung Eucharist with guest speaker Peter Graystone  
23rd Nov  Matins and Mossy Church 
30th Nov Indoor Sung Eucharist Advent Sunday 
  

Weekly Thursday Service 10.30am Said Eucharist Service 
 

Special Service 
2nd Nov  3pm All Souls Memorial Service 

Caterham Churches Together  
Wednesday Morning Prayer 

at 8.30am 
 

 

Morning Prayer will be held at 
Caterham Community Church  

in November. 

Chaldon Church  
All Souls Memorial Service 

Sunday 2nd November at 3pm 
 

You are all welcome to attend. 

Harvest Festival 
 

Thank you to all those who gave tins of soup at 
our Harvest Festival for Nightwatch and/or 
gave to our charitable collection for the Land 
of Canaan Foundation. 
We collected £383 for the 
planting of olive and 
almond trees in Palestine.  
 



Date for your Diary 

Caterham Group Advent Study Day 

'Women of the Nativity'  

Sat December 13th 10.30 am to 4pm  

Venue TBC  

Based on book by Paula Gooder and facilitated 

by Rev Jaimee, Rev Helen and Rev Sara. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tickets available via Eventbrite 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/women-of-
the-nativity-caterham-group-advent-study-

day-tickets-1920931049479 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 

 

Chaldon Church 
   Outdoor Pop-Up Nativity  

Sunday Dec 21st   
at 10.30am 

Online Compline for Gaza 

Online 'Compline for Gaza' will continue 

through to Christmas as we pray for the 

ceasefire to hold. 

You can join via this link each 

Wednesday at 8.30pm for 30 minutes of 

Night Prayer with a focus on Palestine. 

Topic: Compline for Gaza 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8173694136

8?pwd=UJpd1xsgf9pYy0hhTEOkqsQkIGy

ktY.1 

 

Meeting ID:  817 3694 1368 

Passcode: Gaza 

 

Same Sex Blessings 
 

Following on from Revd Helen’s email to most of you on Sunday 26th 
Oct, below is a brief summary and a reminder if you are able to sign 
the petition. 
 

Since 2023 the House of Bishops have been considering how the 
offering of same sex blessings & prayers should proceed and this 
week published a paper on this.  By deciding that the prayers can 
only be offered as a separate service of blessing after a vote at 
General Synod requiring a 2/3 majority in the House of Laity, the 
House of Clergy and the House of Bishops they have made the 
prospect unlikely.  

 https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2025/17-
october/news/uk/further-synodical-approval-is-needed-for-same-
sex-blessings-house-of-bishops-says 
 

This breaks my heart, much more importantly it is clearly breaking 
the hearts of many devoted and gifted gay & lesbian clergy and lay 
people.  There is a now a lot of hurt and anger, the inclusive majority 
have always been the ones to compromise to say silent and put up 
with the hurt. 
 

Please, if you feel able to do so, sign this petition  
https://www.inclusive-church.org/llf-open-letter/ 

 

Thank you for reading this and I can only apologise that it has come 
to this, I love my vocation, I love our churches and I love my 
colleagues and congregation and that is why I keep doing what I do, 
but our institution like all institutions is flawed and sometimes we 
have to respond when the injustice feels too great.   
Please contact Rev Helen if you would like to be added to a 
Southwark Affirming WhatsApp group. 
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