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“In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because | live, you also will live.
On that day you will know that | am in my Father, and you in me, and | in you.
They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me;
and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and | will love them and reveal myself to them”
John 14.v.19-21

In Australia, New Zealand and Cornwall prospecting for gold, precious metals, fossils or crystals is sometimes known as
‘fossicking’, the rest of us ‘non fossickers’ look at rocks or stones and see just rock. Fossickers would say that each rock
or stone has its own beauty; there are of course much-sought-after rocks that hold
hidden beauty, such as opals and thundereggs (formed through volcanic ash layers).
These rocks look like ordinary rock on the outside, and it is only when they are
cracked open that their inner beauty is revealed. During our April Mossy Church, the
children became ‘fossickers’ as they explored surprises in relation to the
Resurrection surprise of the Empty Tomb and the Risen Christ. They cracked open
seemingly ordinary stones with hammers and found treasure in the form of crystals.
For the women arriving with spices on Easter morning, the horror of the empty tomb, the rock broken and rolled away
turned into the treasure of the Risen Christ.

The exact location of the tomb and the garden in the outskirts of Jerusalem is not known but at least two places have
been identified as possibilities. For Palestinian Christians the places are of course precious but more precious still is
their own calling to be living stones, revealing the treasure of their faith in their lives in the land where Jesus walked,
against all odds this is what they strive for.

Like us they are just ‘ordinary’ stones but John 14 reminds us that when God looks at us s/he values each one of us as
precious, made to be part of his/her church and to build something to God’s glory. As we move towards Pentecost and
then on to our Patronal Festival, we might well wonder how we can best become the stones that live. The Christian
community in Palestine speak powerfully about being the living stone of the faith even when, especially when, the actual
stones around them are destroyed, occupied or fossilised as museum pieces.

Christian communities wherever they are cannot be static. John’s gospel tells us that Jesus shows us that God lives in
us.....that is our inner treasure, our crystal inside the ordinary outer stone, evoking the image of a church alive with a
spirit of worship and service where God’s love comes to life. We are called to keep our church here in Chaldon alive
and to be a place where people can be treasured for what they are and perhaps be helped to find their innermost
treasure. Our visitors speak powerfully of what they find within our ancient stone walls.

At the recent local election hustings, a complete stranger told me that she visits Chaldon Church regularly and calls it
the ‘church of love’ How wonderful to be custodians of such a special place and to be able to provide a sanctuary where
people can feel the love of God. What a privilege it is to be alive

together at this time bringing that love into the world. YOU are a part
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Farewell to Rev Sara
If you value what our church does and what we stand for and what you

receive from the community, perhaps this Easter Season you might Come and say farewell to Rev Sara
consider what you contribute to show how much you treasure what you and Richard Goatcher at

find within our walls. Whether it is money, time and/or skills your St Luke’s on June 14t at 3pm
contribution will become valuable part of our living witness.

Contact Rev. Helen Burnett email: vicar@chaldonchurch.co.uk
or contact the Treasurer & Parish Administrator Alison Pannett email: pa@chaldonchurch.co.uk



http://www.chaldonchurch.co.uk/

Services at Chaldon Church in May 2026
Sunday Weekly 8am BCP Service

10.30am Sunday Service
3 May Sung Eucharist and Butterflies
10" May Outdoor Service of the Word
17" May Sung Eucharist and Butterflies
24™ May Pentecost Eucharist
31 May Matins & ‘Mossy Church’

10.30am Thursday Morning Service

Thursday 28" May
Christian Aid — Pilgrimage 2026 7pm -9pm
Our Annual Pilgrimage start on Sunday 10" May Chaldon Church,

Church Lane, CR3 5AL
supported us and Christian Aid by sponsoring our

efforts in previous years. We carry the Christian Drop in for Silent Reading by Candlelight at the Church for our

Aid Banner and display it at all our stops.

Please Sponsor us via the Just Giving page
Last year we raised over £3500 can we top
that this year?

Pilgrim Pals
WhatApp Group
Join here to follow
our progress.

Camp fire stories of myth and mystery

"Light a campfire and everyone’s a storyteller.” John Geddes

Saturday 18" July 2026
8-10pm

Mike Mullins from Soul Rewilding will
be leading "Camp fire stories of myth
and mystery" in the churchyard of St.
Peter and St. Paul, Church, Church
Lane, Chaldon, Caterham CR3 5AL,
8-10pm on Saturday July 18th, 2026.

There is something mystical about making fire, then gathering round
a campfire in community as night falls to listen to and share stories.
Huddled up warm and relaxed, putting branches into the fire,
arranging the logs, staring mesmerised into the flames. Campfire
storytelling taps into our deep ancestral memory of being hunter
gatherers. As night drops down your senses are heightened. You're
not too sure what the sounds are in the night around you. People are
ready to hear stories and use their imaginations to enter into the
sense of mystery, the mystical and the sacred.

Camp fire stories of myth and mystery is a two-hour session where
we sit round a roaring firepit, with blankets, warm food and drink, to
listen to ancient, soul healing, mythic stories of the mystery of life
and sacred nature.

Please use the Meetup link below to book a place:
https://www.meetup.com/nature-walks-round-
london/events/313309503/?eventOrigin=group events list

== Sunday Teas at Chaldon Church
%- 3pmto 4.30pm

Run by our volunteers, all are welcome to come and
enjoy a selection of home-made delicious cakes.

monthly Silent Book Club
Refreshments will be served 7pm -7.30pm

An opportunity to set aside time to read together in the silence
of our ancient church.

The church will be heated but please wear warm clothes, and
you may want to bring a reading light, the church will be
atmospheric but with sufficient lighting for reading.

For more information email: chaldonchurchsbc@gmail.com

Caterham Churches Together
Wednesday Morning Prayer 8.30am

At 8.30am every Wednesday Morning
all are welcome to join Caterham Churches
Together in Morning Prayer.

In May at St Paul’s Church, Woldingham
There will be no morning prayer on May 27

“Adopt the pace of nature her secret is patience.” Ralph Waldo Emerson

Sunday 5" July 2026
2pm-5pm

Join Mike Mullins from Soul Rewilding for a
meditative walk on the life of the earth on
Sunday 5th July between 2-5pm in the
churchyard and surrounding countryside
of St. Peter & St. Paul Church, Church Ln,
Chaldon, Caterham CR3 5AL, UK.

An embodied, deep time, meditative walk, exploring the key events
and spirituality of the formation and life of our 14.5 billion year old
mother earth. Reflecting on what the earth's life story is telling us
about the our relationship to nature, the fecundity and diversity of
life, humanity, the nature of possibility and hope. Widening our
understanding of the span of time, waking us up to deep time,
broadening our sense of what's truly possible now and emerge with
arenewed sense of calm, awe and hope in these challenging times.

The walk will bring alive key moments in mother earths life inviting
participants to inhabit those moments using our bodies, meditation,
reflective exercises, music, readings and poetry.

Please us the Meetup Link to book a place:

https://www.meetup.com/nature-walks-round-
s/ i igin=g nts




Keep connected with Chaldon Church

Chaldon New Facebook Page
Please join our new Facebook page at

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61588028758477

-);Chaldon
Church

Subscribe to our weekly emailed newsletter from Chaldon
Church.

Weekly Newsletter

Its easy to sign up follow the link

or QR code.

http://eepurl.com/ilb-KA

Busy Bees
Chaldon Churchyard

9.30am Saturday May 30t
Sunday 26t July
after the service
9.30am Saturday 26 September

All helpers welcome

Our Shared Future
A Community Briefing

An open invitation to listen, learn & share
A non-partisan, eye-opening film screening and discussion.
The film is fronted by Chris Packham and features Brits from all walks of life reacting

as they watch the scientific briefings, Gogglebox-style.
They include Jennifer Saunders, Deborah Meaden. Adam Buxton and Konnie Hugq.

v/ What is happening to our climate and nature?
2 What does it mean for you?

JOIN YOUR COMMUNITY AND LOCAL DECISION MAKERS
Understand the evidence - but more importantly, work out how we can respond together.

EVERYBODY WELCOME!
“We hope people from different backgrounds and perspectives will feel able to take part,
creating space for a calm local conversation about issues that affect us all”

United Reformed Church,

Harestone Hill, Caterham, Surrey CR3 6SX
Friday June 5"

7pm. Screening begins at 7:30pm

- Reserve your spot here
People’s =
‘Emergency s
Briefing www.nebriefing.org ey,

Church Outing
‘Three Acres and a Cow’

a history of land
rio)k‘l’s 2 pro{’esf

Three Acres
and a
Cow

in FO[F sor\o) + S‘l’°r7

FoIIowmg on from the Lent Courses Revd HeIen
invites you to a performance of 'Three Acres and A
Cow' in Sullington, West Sussex, on May 28" in the
evening (a 45 minute drive). This words and music
romp through the history of land ownership is fun
and illuminating and ties in very well with the first
session of the Tuesday Lent Course 'Our Land'.
https://threeacresandacow.co.uk/
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/modifythevan
/2043175

If you book your seat and plan to go please speak to
Revd Helen about car sharing and planning the
evening together. It may be possible to tie this in
with a visit to the Knepp Estate
https://knepp.co.uk/knepp-estate/ which is close to
Sullington.

Important - please let Rev Helen know if you plan
to go

National Emergency Briefing
Film and Discussion

The National Emergency Briefing is the
result of leading experts and concerned
citizens joining forces to encourage UK
decision-makers to step up their response
to the escalating climate and nature crisis.

Friday June 5%
7pm for 7.30pm start at
United Reform Church, Caterham
and
Sunday June 7t
Southwark Cathedral 4.15pm
Travel by train with Revd Helen.

/o Gong Bath Evening

Save the Dates

Friday 3™ July
and Friday 4t September
Booking details to follow in the weekly newsletter

Caterham Eco-Churches Stall
at Caterham Carnival on
Saturday June 13t,

Come and visit us
Volunteers to help on the stall wanted (1hr slots)
Speak to Rachel Starling if you can help.
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