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“In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 
On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 

They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; 
and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them” 

John 14.v.19-21 
 

In Australia, New Zealand and Cornwall prospecting for gold, precious metals, fossils or crystals is sometimes known as 
‘fossicking’, the rest of us ‘non fossickers’ look at rocks or stones and see just rock.  Fossickers would say that each rock 

or stone has its own beauty; there are of course much-sought-after rocks that hold 
hidden beauty, such as opals and thundereggs (formed through volcanic ash layers).  
These rocks look like ordinary rock on the outside, and it is only when they are 
cracked open that their inner beauty is revealed.  During our April Mossy Church, the 
children became ‘fossickers’ as they explored surprises in relation to the 
Resurrection surprise of the Empty Tomb and the Risen Christ.  They cracked open 
seemingly ordinary stones with hammers and found treasure in the form of crystals.  

For the women arriving with spices on Easter morning, the horror of the empty tomb, the rock broken and rolled away 
turned into the treasure of the Risen Christ. 
 

The exact location of the tomb and the garden in the outskirts of Jerusalem is not known but at least two places have 
been identified as possibilities.  For Palestinian Christians the places are of course precious but more precious still is 
their own calling to be living stones, revealing the treasure of their faith in their lives in the land where Jesus walked, 
against all odds this is what they strive for. 
 

Like us they are just ‘ordinary’ stones but John 14 reminds us that when God looks at us s/he values each one of us as 
precious, made to be part of his/her church and to build something to God’s glory.  As we move towards Pentecost and 
then on to our Patronal Festival, we might well wonder how we can best become the stones that live.  The Christian 
community in Palestine speak powerfully about being the living stone of the faith even when, especially when, the actual 
stones around them are destroyed, occupied or fossilised as museum pieces. 
 

Christian communities wherever they are cannot be static.  John’s gospel tells us that Jesus shows us that God lives in 
us…..that is our inner treasure, our crystal inside the ordinary outer stone, evoking the image of a church alive with a 
spirit of worship and service where God’s love comes to life.  We are called to keep our church here in Chaldon alive 
and to be a place where people can be treasured for what they are and perhaps be helped to find their innermost 
treasure.  Our visitors speak powerfully of what they find within our ancient stone walls.   
 

At the recent local election hustings, a complete stranger told me that she visits Chaldon Church regularly and calls it 
the ‘church of love’  How wonderful to be custodians of such a special place and to be able to provide a sanctuary where 
people can feel the love of God.  What a privilege it is to be alive 
together at this time bringing that love into the world.  YOU are a part 
of this, YOU are a living stone YOU have untold treasures within 
you…….God like a fossicker can see that but can we also be fossickers 
for each other?  Welcoming and exploring each other’s gifts and stories 
so that our church named after Peter the Rock can continue to be a 
living, loving place?  
 

If you value what our church does and what we stand for and what you 
receive from the community, perhaps this Easter Season you might 
consider what you contribute to show how much you treasure what you 
find within our walls.  Whether it is money, time and/or skills your 
contribution will become valuable part of our living witness.  
 

 
 
 

Contact Rev. Helen Burnett email: vicar@chaldonchurch.co.uk  
or contact the Treasurer & Parish Administrator Alison Pannett email: pa@chaldonchurch.co.uk 

  

 

 

Farewell to Rev Sara 

Come and say farewell to Rev Sara 
and Richard Goatcher at 

St Luke’s on June 14th at 3pm 

http://www.chaldonchurch.co.uk/


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caterham Churches Together  
Wednesday Morning Prayer 8.30am 

 

At 8.30am every Wednesday Morning  
all are welcome to join Caterham Churches 

Together in Morning Prayer. 
 

In May at St Paul’s Church, Woldingham 
There will be no morning prayer on May 27th 

Sunday Teas at Chaldon Church 
 

3pm to 4.30pm 
 

Run by our volunteers, all are welcome to come and 
enjoy a selection of home-made delicious cakes. 

     Services at Chaldon Church in May 2026  
 

Sunday Weekly 8am BCP Service  
 

10.30am Sunday Service 
3rd May Sung Eucharist and Butterflies 
10th May  Outdoor Service of the Word  
17th May Sung Eucharist and Butterflies 
24th May Pentecost Eucharist 
31st May Matins & ‘Mossy Church’ 

 

10.30am Thursday Morning Service 

Christian Aid – Pilgrimage 2026 
Our Annual Pilgrimage start on Sunday 10th May 
and we are hugely grateful to all those who have 
supported us and Christian Aid by sponsoring our 
efforts in previous years.  We carry the Christian 
Aid Banner and display it at all our stops. 

 
 

Please Sponsor us via the Just Giving page  
Last year we raised over £3500 can we top 
that this year? 

  
Pilgrim Pals 

WhatApp Group 
Join here to follow  
our progress. 

 

 



  

 

 

Busy Bees  
Chaldon Churchyard 

 

9.30am Saturday May 30th  
Sunday 26th July 
after the service 

9.30am Saturday 26th September 
 

All helpers welcome 
 

Keep connected with Chaldon Church 

Chaldon New Facebook Page   

Please join our new Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61588028758477 

Weekly Newsletter 

Subscribe to our weekly emailed newsletter from Chaldon 

Church. 

Its easy to sign up follow the link  

or QR code. 

http://eepurl.com/iIb-KA 

 

National Emergency Briefing 

Film and Discussion 
 

The National Emergency Briefing is the 
result of leading experts and concerned 
citizens joining forces to encourage UK 
decision-makers to step up their response 
to the escalating climate and nature crisis.  
 

Friday June 5th  
7pm for 7.30pm start at 

United Reform Church, Caterham 
and  

Sunday June 7th  
Southwark Cathedral 4.15pm 

Travel by train with Revd Helen. 

Caterham Eco-Churches Stall 
at Caterham Carnival on 

Saturday June 13th. 
Come and visit us 

Volunteers to help on the stall wanted  (1hr slots) 
Speak to Rachel Starling if you can help. 

Church Outing 

‘Three Acres and a Cow’

 
Following on from the Lent Courses Revd Helen 
invites you to a performance of 'Three Acres and A 
Cow' in Sullington, West Sussex, on May 28th in the 
evening (a 45 minute drive).  This words and music 
romp through the history of land ownership is fun 
and illuminating and ties in very well with the first 
session  of the Tuesday Lent Course 'Our Land'. 
https://threeacresandacow.co.uk/ 
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/modifythevan
/2043175  
If you book your seat and plan to go please speak to 
Revd Helen about car sharing and planning the 
evening together.  It may be possible to tie this in 
with a visit to the Knepp Estate 
https://knepp.co.uk/knepp-estate/ which is close to 
Sullington. 
Important - please let Rev Helen know if you plan 
to go  

Gong Bath Evening 
Save the Dates 

Friday 3rd July  
and Friday 4th September 

Booking details to follow in the weekly newsletter 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61588028758477
http://eepurl.com/iIb-KA
https://threeacresandacow.co.uk/
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/modifythevan/2043175
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/modifythevan/2043175

